
 

 

 
President’s Message — Judy Bornfeld 

Volunteer’s Voice 
Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary is a fellowship of volunteers  

   dedicated to supporting each other, the hospital , its patients and the community. 

December 2019  

sale day on November 23 , Paul & Penny 

Burdeno who between the books and 

linens made everything look so inviting, 

Carolyn Cook who took over the 

rearrangement of the holiday decorations 

and the dolls in the furniture room (it 

turned out so very organized and 

inviting). Then we had Karen & Roger 

(leave it to Roger to break up trash for 

the trash), Jan McPherson, Shirley Parker 

(a delightful new volunteer), Pat 

Smoogen, and myself. So, we really 

tackled the Cast Off, moving racks, 

deleting items that don’t sell and 

eliminating a lot of clutter. It looked like 

we had a moving company come in and 

go “puff, the magic dragon!!!” 
 

Looking forward to our Annual Potluck 

and White Elephant Holiday Party on 

December 11 at Karen and Roger’s 

beautiful and warm home. Our MHA 

Board meeting is at 10 a.m. and our 

MHA General Meeting at 12 noon. We 

won’t be having our Jewelry Sale that 

day because Diane is going to do 2 

Saturday Cast Off Jewelry Sale Days. 
 

Wishing each one of you and your family 

and friends the very best of 

Thanksgivings, as well as all the 

upcoming Holidays, 

and a healthy and 

delightful New Year 

to come. Safe travels 

and, most of all, 

enjoy! Life is so very 

precious. Thank you 

for all that you give 

and care … you’re 

the best gifts of life! 
 

Hugs, Judy 

 Greetings to each one of our Auxiliary 

members and friends. 
 

It’s that time of year when we are 

reaching out to each other with gratitude 

and cherished appreciation. 2019 has 

certainly flown by in a quick wink! I 

want to personally thank each and every 

one of you for ALL that you do...your 

caring for each other and others, thinking 

outside of the box with your creativity to 

improve the Cast Off, and the list goes 

on and on! 
 

WOW, did we ever have a special day on 

Saturday, November 16, with the 

Mammoth Hospital Purchasing 

Department volunteering for the day. We 

want to extend a GIANT thank you to 

Andrew Crosby, who put together his 

terrific team of Patrick Duggan, Robert 

Frichtel, Carlene Millan, Mike Morris 

and William Munch. It’s amazing how 

much they accomplished, lugging the 

enormous amount of Holiday containers 

from upstairs storage downstairs and 

then carrying the empty containers back 

upstairs. They accomplished this and 

much, much more in just one day! 

You’re welcome back anytime, and you 

were sure a fun crew to work with too!  
 

Another round of thank you’s and 

appreciation go out to the last two Friday 

workday crews. On October 25, Karen 

Curry, Lorrie Gould, Mary Ann 

Schimmel and Sarah Rae (from the 

Hospital), did a bang-up job culling and 

cleaning the Cast Off. And then, on 

November 22 we had a re-organization 

day at the Cast Off. We literally 

rearranged the store. GIANT thank you’s 

to Diane Beglau who creatively set up 

the jewelry tables for a special jewelry 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Diane Beglau 

October 1-31, 2019 
 

Revenue:  

  Cast Off               29,656.55 

  Rental                  1,218.29 

  Membership       170.00 

  Donation Jar                      85.00 

  Contribution       200.00 

  Interest Income                         5.08 

Total Revenue:               31,334.92 
 

Expenses: 

  Cast Off                12,780.59 

  Administration                         4.00 

Total Expenses:  12,784.59 
 

Net Income:  18,550.33 
 

Union Bank Ending Bal: 

              136,449.16 

MoneyMkt Bal:                70,522.15 
 

 
 

 
  



Hospital News – Tom Parker, CEO 

 

CEO 90 Days In – Update:  As reported previously I have identified a number of priorities for my work.  

  

                                   Operational Updates 
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Project: Update: 

Build out and move to specialty 

clinic. 

The project continues on schedule. Currently installing drywall and the final exterior 

shingles. Next up is the interior finish, cabinetry, and fixture installation. The 

existing Specialty Clinic is scheduled to move to the new building in January. 

Redesign of clinic management 

structure. 

Complete. 

Re-launch of new hospital wing 

project. 

The conceptual design drafts for the master plan are complete. Presentation of the 

drafts and solicitation for input have occurred for the Medical Executive Committee 

and the Facilities Committee. An open house was held for all medical staff to see the 

plans and provide input. I am meeting individually with physicians who could not 

make the open house. 
 

Work has begun to understand financing needs and options. 
Establishment of a formalized 

physician retention program. 

Current focus has been on critical need to fill recruitments in OB/GYN and 

Pediatrics as well as those that expand capacity and scope of services. We are now 

fully staffed with permanent providers in Pediatrics and OB/GYN. 
 

Other recruitments have been completed in Orthopedics, Urology, Anesthesia, 

Plastic Surgery, and Infectious Disease. 
 

Work continues on an agreement for part-time neurology coverage. 

Become a fellowship site for 

orthopedic surgery. 

Working on becoming a sponsoring institution through the ACGME and then 

applying as a new program. 

Collaborate with other 

community organizations in 

meeting child day care needs. 

I met with Stacey Adler from Mono County on possible use of existing county and 

town-owned structures. This option will be discussed by the collaboration group* at 

its next meeting and provides a potential short-term ability to add capacity. 

  

* Hospital, County, Town, Mammoth Mountain, School District. 

Launch a grant-funded 

Medication Assisted Therapy 

program for opioid dependence. 

An initial grant was received from The Center at Sierra Health Foundation for 

$125,000. Another grant has been recently approved by the California Bridge 

Program for $125,000. Plans are to start seeing patients in January of 2020. 

 

The Foundation’s annual appeal is set to go out this month 

and will continue to raise funds for the Dental Clinic 

expansion. 
 

Reorganization of the South Gateway Apartments is 

complete, with student use limited to the first floor and 

hospital short term stay and call rooms on the second floor. 

All updates to the second floor rooms are complete. 
 

The new MRI installation is nearly complete. Training of 

Medical Imaging staff will occur in late November for a 

December go-live.  
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From Tom Parker, Mammoth Hospital CEO, to the Hospital Staff, November 18: 

 

A big thank you to the Purchasing Department who volunteered this past Saturday (November 16) at The Cast 

Off!  

 

I join the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary is expressing thanks for the extra hands who made a big impact by 

sorting clothing and moving large items at the Cast Off. The Auxiliary donates nearly $175,000 to Mammoth 

Hospital each year through proceeds from The Cast Off. The store is 100% volunteer run and urgently needs 

new volunteers in order to keep this valuable operation in motion. I’d like to reiterate my challenge to every 

one of us to donate four hours a year to support The Cast Off. And an extra thanks to all of you from around 

the Hospital who have answered the call and offered your time!  

Annual Christmas Party 
 

Our Annual Christmas Potluck and White Elephant Gift Exchange will be Wednesday, December 11, at 12 noon at Karen 

and Roger Curry’s home.  There will be a signup sheet at the Cast Off so please add your name if you plan to attend.  Just 

bring a potluck dish and a “White Elephant” gift.  There will be no jewelry sale this year.  Purchases have declined and 

very little money is made for all the work involved.  Instead Diane will have jewelry available for purchase at the Cast Off 

on some Saturdays prior to Christmas.  Our members can view and purchase items from 10 to 11 a.m. prior to opening on 

those days. An email will be sent out advising members prior to each date. 
 

The term white elephant refers to an extravagant but impractical gift that cannot be easily disposed 

of. The phrase is said to come from the historic practice of the King of Siam giving rare albino 

elephants to courtiers who had displeased him, so that they might be ruined by the animals' upkeep 

costs. The cost of keeping the elephant would eventually put the recipient in financial ruin. It was 

like passive-aggressiveness taken to a new level. This phenomenon made a “white elephant” to 

become known as a “burdensome possession” — something that a person could not get rid of but 

wasn’t worth the cost it took to keep.  
 

America’s favorite Christmas party game, a White Elephant Gift Exchange, was allegedly 

popularized by Ezra Cornell of Cornell University. He adapted that term to apply to gifts at 

Christmas gatherings – gifts of no value to the owner but may have value to others.   

 

So remember, a White Elephant isn’t junk.  It’s something of value, just not of value to you.   



 

What’s Happening @ the Cast Off?  
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Cast Off Update  
 

• We’ve signed a new contract with Minaret Cinemas 

for Cast Off on-screen advertising.  The old monthly 

fee was $108.33, and the new monthly fee will be 

$121.33.  This is still the cheapest advertising in 

town! 
 

• We received a letter from Russ and Karen Owen with 

a $200 donation check for her positive stay and 

treatment at Mammoth Hospital. 
 

• When janitorial supplies are received, check the 

packing slip and make sure all items are there, then 

initial and put the annotated packing slip in Carolyn 

Balliet’s mailbox. 
 

• Karen and Roger Curry will host the annual 

Christmas party on December 11 at their home.  
 

• Two small picture display racks for artwork have 

been purchased and are in the Electronics Room.  
 

• The large rack for VHS tapes has been removed from 

the Electronics Room.  We are no longer accepting or 

selling VHS tapes. 
 

• Two gel mats have been purchased and are in front of 

the main sorting table.  
 

• Reminder to everyone to please turn off the coffee 

maker at the end of the day.  
 

• Please start putting out Christmas items. Tubs of 

them are in the hallway by the public restrooms.  
 

 

• Beanies and winter scarves will be $1.00 at all times 

unless marked with a special price. 
 

• The lingerie, robe, pajama, and maternity rack has 

been changed out to a smaller rolling straight rack.  
 

• Remember, all members are welcome for lunch. 

Also, if you invite someone to become a potential 

member, having them join us for lunch is a terrific 

way for them to meet some of us and enjoy our fun 

energy! 
 

• Tuesday and Thursday trained 3 new cashiers! 

From the Day Chairs & Co-Chairs 
 

Monday—Karen Curry 

Monday has had a lot of comings and goings with our 

regular crew.  Gisela has gone south for the winter and we 

are all going to miss her!  Dennis and Barbara are back from 

their trip but just for a little while.  They, also, will be going 

south for the winter!  Cindy Wilson is back sorting clothes 

but she can only work for a couple of hours.  She needs to 

rest her leg.  Love having you back, Cindy!  I hope everyone 

is enjoying the new “gel mats” that are in front of the main 

sorting table.  Sure is easier on the old legs when standing 

there for hours pricing!  Shirley is very happy about the new 

mats!  Also, Monday really appreciates Shannon coming in 

to relieve our cashiers for lunch.  
 

Tuesday—Shannon Clark  

Shannon Clark, who has faithfully managed Tuesday since 

Barbara Boyd left (about 2+ years ago), is taking a 

sabbatical of 2-1/2 months – from January 1 until mid-

March 2020.  Shirley Parker, who is currently being trained 

on the cash register, can open at 9 a.m. but cannot stay all 

day due to picking up school children at 2:20 p.m.  We need 

someone who is willing to stay until 3 p.m. and close. 
 

Thursday—Sharon Clark 

Thursday Team is grateful that donations have slowed 

down a bit. However, just like home, there is still never 

enough time to get everything done. Fortunately, we 

welcomed Cindy Wilson back after her horrific accident that 

kept her off her feet for months. And Cathy Podawiltz, in 

town for a couple of weeks, has helped out. Several 

Thursdays we've had a completely full team....Patti & Al, 

Carolyn, Pat, Michelle, Sara, Dick, Gail M, Gail O, Donna 

and Cindy. AND, Donna has been learning how to work the 

Cash Register...YEAH~! There are never enough CR folk. 

We celebrated Gail O's birthday with a choc choc choc cake 

and delicious salads. 
 

Saturday—Karen Curry 

One of the employees at the hospital that I know, Trapper, 

called me and said one of the maintenance workers had 

donated a nightstand from a room that was used for a doctor 

to sleep.  Inside the drawers were some important personal 

items, like a pair of new Sorrels and Crocs.  The doctor was 

upset upon learning his stuff was gone!  So, Roger and I met 

the maintenance guy at the Cast Off Saturday morning at 

7:30am, and he went throughout the store, found the night 

stand and there were the Sorrels and Crocs, plus a lot of 

personal items!  For once, this story had a happy ending! 
 

Also, on the same day, we had some wonderful men and a 

couple of gals from the hospital volunteer for us.  I took the 

men upstairs and asked them to clean the mezzanine off – all 

of the Christmas items, including trees, garland and other 



atie’s Korner—Patti Heinrich 
 

Katie’s Korner continues to do very well, especially during 

the recent holiday season.  It’s the first place many 

customers head to!  Sales for December were $1,093.00. 
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large items.  Within minutes, our back room was loaded 

with all of this cheery décor.  Kathy helped me price the 

items and get them out pronto!  Then, the guys worked in 

Sporting goods, culling and straightening.  Once the store 

opened, I had them move unused totes out to the front of 

the store for “Free” to our customers.  Sara had a bright 

idea: have the guys bring down full Christmas totes and 

they lined them up in the hallway, making it so much 

easier to get the Christmas items out!  In the meantime, 

our gals worked on clothes.  A huge thank you goes to 

these great volunteers; Patrick, Mike, William, Robert, 

Andrew, Carlene and Talene! 
 

Just a friendly reminder to all who volunteer – please park 

near the back of our lot or on the side where the dumpsters 

are.  Mammoth Disposal has a new, larger trash truck and 

the driver needs all of the space he can get to make the 

right turn swing to load our dumpster, then dump it!  

Thank you! 
 

Shepherd’s Flock—Shannon Clark 

On November 6 several MHA members met at Pat 

Smoogen’s house to complete Christmas stocking for the 

lucky babies born at Mammoth Hospital between 

November 15 and January 15 – the Holiday Season!  (See 

Pat Smoogen’s article below for more information and 

names of those who worked on the stockings.)  We also 

enjoyed a beautiful soup, salad, bread and dessert lunch 

served by Pat for our labors.  Stockings will be delivered 

with love to Nancy Hamilton at OB GYN mid-November. 

Holiday Stockings 
 

Six ladies and one gent gathered at the “SmoogInn” on 

November 6 to assemble and sew the large stockings 

given to the families of the babies born at Mammoth 

Hospital during the holidays. In 3 1/2 hours, we completed 

all 20 stockings and ate lunch, too. Many hands DO make 

light work. Thank you to Jo, Edyth, Shannon, Lorrie, 

Dinah, Dale, and Pat for your efforts and good cheer. 

Sunshine Update – Sharon Clark  

 

Sue Stavlo was diagnosed with an 

ascending aortic aneurysm that 

needed to be repaired. She and John 

headed to UCLA for an angiogram on 

Oct 22 followed by open heart 

surgery on Oct 25 to repair the 

aneurysm. All went well, the aorta 

was repaired and her heart started 

right back up. Physical therapy got her up to walk the very 

next morning. She left ICU as soon as a normal room was 

available. She took short walks without oxygen in the 

hospital. Three weeks out of open heart surgery...Sue 

wanted to come home. But as we all know, oxygen is thin 

up here where we live, so Sue and John settled into a 

friend's home in Bishop on Nov 17. They come on little 

trips to ML as she adjusts to sparse oxygen. She is so very 

glad to have this surgery behind her and looks forward to 

getting this acclimation process under control. We all send 

Sue our very best wishes.  

Katie’s Korner – Patti Heinrich 

 

Katie’s Room made $2,043 during the months of October 

and November.  Great job!  

Membership  
 

Please welcome the following new members and add to 

your roster: 
  

 Karen Dagan 
 PO Box 8139 

 102 E Bear Lake 

 Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

 Cell: 818-439-9696 

 Email: karenlynndagan@gmail.com 
 

 Terri Risolo Flannery 
 8933 Stimson Court 

 San Diego CA 92129 

 Home: 858-484-5606 

 Cell: 858-254-7380 

 Email: t_risolo_flannery@yahoo.com 

 

Gail & Duane Buchholz are getting ready to move into 

their new home in Bishop.  Their new address is: 

 

 2763 Audrey Lane 

 Bishop, CA 93514 

 Cell:  760 709-6895  

        Jo     Dale   Shannon  Edyth     Dinah    Lorrie 
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National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day  
 

Each year on December 7, Pearl Harbor survivors, veterans, and visitors 

from all over the world come together to honor and remember the 2,403 

service members and civilians who were killed during the Japanese attack 

on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. A further 1,178 people were injured 

in the attack, which permanently sank two U.S. Navy battleships, the USS 

Arizona and the USS Utah, and destroyed 188 aircraft. In 1994, Congress 

declared December 7 to be known as Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day to 

acknowledge the December 7, 1941, attack. On Pearl Harbor Day, the 

American flag should be flown at half-staff until sunset to honor those who 

died as a result of the attack on our U.S. military forces in Hawaii. 

 

Almost 80 years after a pivotal moment in United States history, America 

still pauses to honor those who lost their lives during the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. The National Park Service and the United States Navy will host the National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 78th 

Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony to honor and remember the American casualties. The ceremony will begin at 7:50 

a.m. and take place on the Ceremonial Lawn at Pearl Harbor Visitor Center. Pearl Harbor survivors, WWII veterans, 

family members, and local dignitaries will be in attendance. A moment of silence will be observed at 7:55 a.m., the exact 

moment the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor began. A ship will render pass-in-review honors to the USS Arizona and all 

Pearl Harbor Survivors. A missing man flyover conducted by the 199th Fighter Squadron, Hawaii Air National Guard and 

the 19th Fighter Squadron, U.S. Air Force will follow. Highlights of the ceremony will also include music by the U.S. 

Navy’s Pacific Fleet Band, a Hawaiian blessing, wreath presentations, a rifle salute by the U.S. Marine Corps, a vintage 

aircraft flyover, and Echo Taps in recognition of the men and women who survived the attack and those who made the 

ultimate sacrifice for their country on December 7, 1941. 

 

In 1962, the USS Arizona Memorial was built in honor of the sailors and marines who died on the USS Arizona during the 

attack. The USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor is a marble memorial built over the sunken USS Arizona. The 

memorial remembers all military personnel who were killed in the Pearl Harbor attack. The memorial was designed by 

architect Alfred Preis, an Austrian-born resident who lived in Honolulu and was placed at a detainment camp after the 

Pearl Harbor attack as part of the internment policy of Japanese and German Americans at the time. 

 

In 1972, a memorial on the northwest shore of Ford Island was built to honor the crew of USS Utah.  By 1989, it was 

declared one of the National Historic Landmarks by the National Register of Historic Places. Furthermore, the USS 

Oklahoma Memorial, USS Missouri Memorial, USS Bowfin Submarine Museum and Park and Pacific Aviation Museum 

were also established. 

 

Sources:  Pearl Harbor Website & Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Website 

Veterans of the attack can be laid to rest at 

Pearl Harbor. A wonderful USS Arizona 

fact is that survivors of Pearl Harbor have 

the option to join their lost comrades and 

make Pearl Harbor their final resting 

place. Crew members who served on 

board the USS Arizona during the attack 

may choose to have their ashes deposited 

by divers beneath one of the sunken 

Arizona’s gun turrets. Roughly 30 Arizona 

survivors have chosen this option. Other 

military survivors can choose to have their 

ashes scattered wherever their ship was 

located during the attacks. 

The USS Arizona still leaks fuel. The day 

before the attacks, the USS Arizona took 

on a full load of fuel, nearly 1.5 million 

gallons. Much of that fuel helped ignite the 

explosion and subsequent fires that 

destroyed the ship, but — amazingly — 

some fuel continues to seep out of the 

wreckage. According to the History 

Channel, the Arizona “continues to spill 

up to 9 quarts of oil into the harbor each 

day.” This adds to the emotional gravity of 

this memorial and those visiting often refer 

to this phenomenon as the “tears of the 

Arizona” or “black tears.” 



 

 

 

Vo l u n t e e r ’ s  Vo i c e  P a g e  7  

Blackened Canteen Ceremony 
 

Whiskey slowly pours from the charred canteen as it splashes against the hallowed waters surrounding the USS Arizona 

memorial. Sharply dressed men, whose countries years ago were mortal enemies, solemnly stare at the water as the two 

liquids meet. 
 

U.S. and Japanese military members and civilians observe the annual Blackened Canteen ceremony in commemoration 

of Pearl Harbor Day, at the USS Arizona Memorial every December 6. This ceremony is co-hosted by the Pearl Harbor 

Aviation Museum, National Park Service, and Dr. Hiroya Sugano, M.D. 
 

The annual "Blackened Canteen" ceremony centers on a single artifact -- 

a canteen recovered after a June 1945 mid-air collision of two American 

bombers over Shizuoka, Japan -- and the actions of a Japanese farmer 

who sought to promote peace and reconciliation after the bombing raid 

that killed 2,000 people in his city. 
 

In June of 1945 over Shizuoka, Japan, two B-29s collided mid-air, killing 

the 23 Americans on board. The morning after the wreckage, a farmer, 

Fukumatsu Itoh, buried the crewmembers alongside the citizens who were 

killed in the air raid.  Itoh recovered a blackened canteen bearing an 

indentation which is thought to be the handprint of its former owner. Dr. 

Hiroya Sugano, M.D, a child at the time, whose family lived through the 

bombings, was also at the wreckage the same day, but wouldn’t meet Itoh 

until sometime later. 
 

Itoh, a devout Buddhist, began an annual ceremony to honor those who lost their lives during the war. It began with a 

prayer and was followed by pouring bourbon whiskey from the canteen onto the crash site. Itoh’s devout fortitude 

throughout the years had a great impact on Sugano. Before Itoh passed away, Sugano promised to carry on the tradition, 

which he has faithfully executed since 1972. 
 

After emptying the canteen, flower petals are dropped into the waters representing the lost service members, “Taps” is 

played, and benedictions are said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The caretaker of the "Blackened Canteen" tradition, Dr. Hiroya Sugano, center, pours bourbon whiskey into the waters at 

the USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, with a member of the Japanese military, left, and the U.S. Air Force 

 

Sources:  Pearl Harbor Website & Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Website 
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Christmas and Hanukkah  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas and Hanukkah are both religious celebrations of 

Christians and Jews, but they have somehow become 

related with each other. Both Hanukkah and Christmas are 

widely observed gift-giving holidays that fall in 

December. Both Hanukkah and Christmas incorporate the 

use of light in their celebrations. The Jews light their 

candles in the special menorah during Hanukkah, while 

the Christians light their decorative tree during Christmas. 

Both are a time of generous hearts when everyone gets to 

give and receive something special. But the similarities 

more or less stop there. 

 

One Falls on a Different Date Each Year 

Christmas falls every year on December 25 of the solar 

calendar. Hanukkah also falls on the 25th of the month — 

but of the Hebrew month of Kislev, which is determined 

by the lunar calendar. As a result, Hanukkah falls on a 

different date each year on the secular calendar. In 2005, 

the sunset of December 25 coincided with 25 Kislev, the 

first night of Hanukkah, making Christmas Day and the 

beginning of Hanukkah the same day. This occasion will 

not happen again until 2024. In 2016, the sunset of 

December 24 coincided with 25 Kislev, the first day of 

Hanukkah, making Christmas Eve and the beginning of 

Hanukkah the same day. This occasion will not happen 

again until 2027. 

 

They Last for Different Lengths of Time 

Christmas lasts one day. Hanukkah is an eight-day holiday 

because it commemorates the miracle that one vial of oil, 

sufficient to light the ancient Temple light for one day, 

burned for a full eight days.  

 

They Commemorate Different Historical Moments 

Hanukkah is all about the rebellion against an invasion 

that happened years before Christ was born. Hanukkah, 

the Festival of Lights, (also called Chanuka and 

Chanukah) celebrates victory from Greek religious 

persecution. The Jewish victory was led by the Macabees 

in the year 167 B.C. Upon returning to the temple to 

rededicate it and relight the Menorah, the Macabees found 

only one small flask of oil, enough to light the Menorah 

for just one day. However, the flask of oil lasted eight 

days, Hence the celebration lasts eight days. This is also 

why it is called the Festival of Lights.  

 

Christmas is all about the birth of Jesus Christ who was 

wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger in the town of 

Bethlehem. He was 

visited by the 

shepherds and wise 

men with the 

guidance of the 

angels through a 

bright star. They gave 

Him gifts and 

worshiped Him. The 

most popular 

representation of this 

celebration is the Nativity scene, but it has become 

commercialized as years went by and has included other 

decorations such as the iconic Christmas tree and more.  

 

They’re Celebrated Differently 

Hanukkah is celebrated for eight nights and days by 

lighting the candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, 

called a menorah (or 

Hanukkah). One 

branch is typically 

placed above or 

below the others and 

its candle is used to 

light the other eight 

candles. This unique 

candle is called the 

shamash. Each night, 

one additional candle is lit by the shamash until all eight 

candles are lit together on the final night.   

 

Going to synagogue is not actually an important part of 

Hanukkah.  There are special blessings incorporated into 

regular services during the days of Hanukkah, but there is 

no special Hanukkah service.  Hanukkah is a happy and 

joyous festivity. There is no 

fasting, no eulogies, and no 

sacrifice. Small gifts are 

given to family and friends 

each of the eight days of 

Hanukkah. Since the 

Hanukkah miracle involved 

oil, it is customary to eat 

foods fried in oil. Some of 

the most popular foods 

include latkes (fried potato 

pancakes), applesauce, sufganiyot (deep-fried or jelly 

doughnuts), and rugelach pastries.  
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Many people think Christmas is only on December 25 and 

that's all there is to it. However, for many, Christmas lasts 

a lot longer than that - and it's even celebrated at different 

times. It begins with Advent which is the period of four 

Sundays and weeks before 

Christmas (or sometimes from  

December 1 to Christmas 

Day!). Advent means 'Coming' 

in Latin. This is the coming of 

Jesus into the world. Christians 

use the four Sundays and 

weeks of Advent to prepare 

and remember the real 

meaning of Christmas. There 

are several ways that Advent is 

counted down but the most 

common is by a calendar made 

of paper or a card with 24 or 25 little windows on it. A 

window is opened on every day in December and a 

Christmas picture is displayed underneath.  

 

After Advent, Christmas 

celebrations start on 

Christmas Day and include 

going to Christmas church 

services, visiting family and 

friends, enjoying a hearty 

dinner, and opening presents 

left under a Christmas tree.  

 

Traditionally Christmas celebrations started on Christmas 

Day and lasted for 12 Days - so they were known as The 

12 Days of Christmas! The 12 Days of Christmas are now 

most famous as a song. However, to get to the song there 

had to be the days to start with! The 12 Days of Christmas 

started on Christmas Day and lasted until the evening of 

January 5 - also known as Twelfth Night. The 12 Days 

each traditionally celebrated a feast day for a saint and/or 

different celebrations. The celebrations finished on the 

evening of January 5, which is better known as Twelfth 

Night.  

 

Following Twelfth Night, on January 6, is Epiphany, when 

people remember the Wise Men (also sometimes called 

the Three Kings) who visited Jesus when he was a baby; 

and the Baptism of Jesus when he was an adult. Epiphany 

is also the time when it was traditional to take your 

Christmas decorations down. 

 

Sources:  The Old Farmer’s Almanac and Chabad.org  

Christmas Trivia 
 

Bicycle, the U.S. playing card company, manufactured 

cards to give all the POWS in Germany during World War 

II as Christmas presents. It is said that these cards, when 

soaked in water, revealed an escape route for POWs. The 

Nazis never knew. 
 

Families cozy up and watch It’s A Wonderful Life over 

Christmas, but did you know that this Christmas movie 

favorite had an FBI file? Although ludicrous, this shocking 

Christmas fact is real. In 1947 some thought the movie was 

a communist ploy and that its purpose was to undermine 

bankers. 
 

If you knew what the name "mistletoe" actually meant, 

you'd be less inclined to stand under it. The quasi-parasitic 

plant has a "symbiotic relationship" with a bird called the 

mistle thrush. The bird eats the berries, digests the seeds 

and then leaves droppings which eventually grow into new 

mistletoe plants. Which explains why the Germanic word 

for "mistletoe" literally means "dung on a twig."  

The real trick isn’t picking the right Christmas 

tree. It’s getting it inside your home. Just follow 

these steps: 

• Cut the cords that bind the tree to the roof of 

your car. Allow them to snap back and strike 

you in the eye.  

• Curse. 

• Slowly pull the tree toward you. Wobble 

under its weight for a few seconds, then fall 

down. 

• Curse. 

• Stand up and notice the fresh scratches in the 

roof of your car. 

• Curse. 

• Drag the tree to your front door. Spend 15 

minutes figuring out how to open the door 

while simultaneously getting the tree through 

it. Drag the tree away from the door so that 

you can enter with the tree facing in the right 

direction. Once inside, fill the tree stand with 

water. Knock all the water out of the tree 

stand because you forgot to wait to fill the 

tree stand until after putting the tree in it. 

• Curse. 

• Your tree should now be in the stand. Notice 

the fallen needles that have reduced your tree 

to half the size it was when you bought it. 

Down seven cups of eggnog to settle your 

nerves. 

• Start slurring your curses! 
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Birthdays for December 
 

12/2 Rachel Wann 

12/6 Priscilla Freeland 

 Michele Hoy 

12/9 Larry Jones 

12/12 Rachel Hurst 

12/15 Beverly Diener  

 Kathleen Taylor 

12/16 Mary Ann Latham 

12/17 Wilma Wheeler 

 Donna Meyers 

12/19 Carolyn Cook 

12/20 Carole Claus 

12/27 Mary Ann Schimmel 

12/29 Judy Bornfeld 

Made in Mammoth Makers Market 
Friday, November 29 & 30 - 11:00am to 7:00pm 

Sunday, December 1 - 11:00am to 3:00pm 

Minaret Village Shopping Center 
 

Mono Arts Council presents the Made in Mammoth 

Makers Market at the Minaret Village Shopping Center. 

Come see tons of local artists on display and a great 

opportunity to purchase something unique for your 

holiday shopping. 

 

Night of Lights 
Saturday, December 14 - 5:00pm to 10:00pm 

Canyon Lodge 
 

Spend an evening at Canyon Lodge to kick off the 

holidays. Night of Lights is a free, fun-filled night for all 

ages with live music, a torchlight parade, kid’s activities, 

snowmobile rides and a firework spectacular that lights up 

the Sierra sky. 

 

Skate with Santa and Kettle Curling 
Thursday, December 19, 2019 - 5:00pm to 7:00pm 

Mammoth Ice Rink 
 

Enjoy the Mammoth Ice Rink for this fun, family event. 

Enjoy skating, games and photos with very special guest... 

SANTA! Santa is scheduled to arrive at 5:30 pm and will 

stay until 7:30pm, when he loads up his sleigh and makes 

his final trip to the North Pole! Adults and children can 

also try their luck at kettle curling. 
 

Woolly's Saturday Parade 
Saturday, December 21, 28 and January 4 

3:45pm to 4:30pm in the Village 
 

Join Woolly and friends from the Ski & Snowboard School 

for music, face-painting, a dance party, and parade through 

The Village Plaza. A must attend kid’s event for all ages. 
 

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre presents  

"A Christmas Carol" 
Friday & Saturday, December 20 & 21 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Sunday, December 22 - 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

Friday & Saturday, December 27 & 28 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Sunday, December 29 - 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

100 College Parkway 
 

A Christmas Carol: The One-Man Play, adapted and 

performed by Gus Krieger. Fun for the entire family! One 

actor plays all the roles of this holiday classic.  

 

New Year’s Eve Family Fun & Fireworks  
December 31 @ 6:30pm - 9:30pm at the Village 

 

Ring in the new year with family festivities overlooking 

The Village Plaza. Access The Village Gondola deck to 

experience the “best view in the house” for live music and 

the fireworks spectacular at 9 pm. Deck access also 

includes Woolly visits, complimentary face painting and 

activities, New Year’s party favors, a gourmet hot cocoa 

bar, holiday snacks, and an adult beverage cash bar.  

December Family Events 
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For Your Funny Bone! 
 

To the Tune of “Jingle Bells” 

 

Dashing through the mall… 

On a late December day, 

Through the $tores we go 

Charging all the way… 
 

Bell$ on register$ ring 

Making checkbook$ light, 

Oh, what fun it is to buy up 

Everything in $ight! 

 

Jingle Bells Jingle Bells 

The kids all yell and scream 

To us it sounds like anarchy 

But to them it’s harmony 
 

Jingle Bells Jingle Bells 

The children tipped the tree 

Antique ornaments smashed to bits 

The kids each say “not me” 

 

Dad goes to work each day 

Engineering things for flight 

But his real job is at home 

Refereeing little fights 

 

Mom drives the kids around 

In an ancient Caravan 

Karate, swimming, children’s choir 

Espresso in her hand 

 

Jingle Bells Jingle Bells 

Jingle all the way 

Our wish to you is that you have 

A… Happy… Holi-dayyyyyyyyy. 

 

 

Why Women Would Love to be Santa Claus 

 

• There’d be no more early morning decisions about 

what to wear. 

• You could gain weight and consider it a job 

requirement. 

• Buy one big black belt and you’d be accessorized for 

life.  

• Everyone would be extremely nice to you, even if you 

weren’t.  

• You’d always work in sensible footwear.  

• Age discrimination wouldn’t be an issue. 

• You’d never grab the wrong coat on your way out the 

door. 
• Juggling work and family would be a breeze because 

your children would adore you; even your teen-agers 

would want to sit in your lap.  
 

 

Bon Appétit! 
 

Quick and tasty appetizers for holiday company. 
 

Bloomin’ Brie 
 

2 tablespoons olive oil  

1 1/2 teaspoons chili powder or Italian seasoning 

1/2 teaspoon mustard, ground 

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 

1 round sourdough bread (about 1 pound loaf) 

1 (8 ounces) Brie wheel, top rind removed 

3/4 cup shredded mozzarella 
 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Whisk together oil and spices. Place 

bread on baking sheet and slice off top quarter. Cut circle in 

bread and remove bread center to make room for the wheel 

of Brie.  Brush oil mixture inside of bread. Carefully make 2

-inch cuts at 1-inch intervals around edge of bread to make 

pieces to tear away and dip in cheese after baking. Sprinkle 

1/2 cup mozzarella inside, place brie on top, then sprinkle 

with remaining mozzarella. Replace top of bread and bake 

until cheese is melty and bread is toasty, about 20-30 

minutes. To serve, remove bread top and break into bite size 

pieces. Dip bread pieces in hot Brie. 

 

Churro Almonds 
 

2 cups almonds 

1/2 cup sugar 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

1 tablespoon cinnamon 

Pinch of salt 

1/3 cup water 

Melted dark or white chocolate 
 

Combine sugars, cinnamon, salt and water in a large skillet 

over medium heat.  When sugar has dissolved, stir in 

almonds.  Stir constantly until almonds are completely 

coated and sugar crystallizes, about 8-10 minutes.  The 

mixture should be dry. Remove from heat and transfer to 

parchment paper to cool.  Drizzle with melted chocolate.  

Let set for 10 minutes.  Serve at room temperature. 

 

Enjoy! 
 

 

Newsletter articles are due the by the 15th of 

each month.  Drop them in Jan McPherson’s 

mailbox at the Cast Off or mail/email them to 

her at PO Box 2859, Mammoth Lakes, CA 

93546, scoutdj1967@gmail.com 



 Dates to Remember 
 

December 5, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

December 7, Saturday  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

December 11, Wednesday MHA Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the Curry’s  

    Annual Christmas Party, 12:00 noon at the Curry’s 

December 14, Saturday  Night of Lights at Canyon Lodge 

December 21, Friday   First Day of Winter 

December 24, Tuesday   Christmas Eve 

December 25, Wednesday  Christmas Day 

December 27, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.  

December 31, Tuesday  New Year’s Eve 

 

 Happy New Year 2020! 
 

January 1, Wednesday  New Year’s Day 

January 2, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 PM at the Cast Off 

January 8, Wednesday  MHA Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at the Cast Off 

January 20, Monday  Martin Luther King Day  

January 30, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.         
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Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary   

P.O. Box 1399 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
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