
 

 

 

President’s Message — Judy Bornfeld 

Volunteer’s Voice 
Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary is a fellowship of volunteers  

   dedicated to supporting each other, the hospital , its patients and the community. 

February 2019 

Looking forward to a Special Fundraiser 

Day on Saturday, February 16, 11 a.m. to 

3 p.m. at the Cast Off. The Special 

Fundraiser Day is for RHIANNON’S 

KIDS. This group is part of Mammoth 

Hospital’s Foundation. It is similar to 

Mammoth Hospital Foundation’s Cancer 

Outreach Program only this is for 

children that need to travel outside of the 

area for pre-approved special medical 

treatments.  More information on page 3. 
 

Let’s hope that we’re able to kick this 

nasty “Big Winter Bug” in the butt and it 

won’t affect anyone else! Take care, be 

warm, cozy, healthy and safe! 
 

Enjoy and appreciate each other. 
 

Hugs, Judy 
 

P.S.  Thank you “Sunshine Committee” 

for the beautiful flowers.  They raised 

my spirits! 

Greetings to each one of our Auxiliary 

members and friends….. 
 

It certainly appears that the snow dances 

have succeeded with what we’ve all been 

wishing for  …  SNOW, SNOW AND 

MORE SNOW!!! It sure is beautiful and 

makes for a delighted community and 

visitors. 
 

Our December numbers are in and 

WOW, we were only open 16 days and 

took in $34,000.00 for the month.  

Amazing! We sure have been crazy busy 

all throughout the Holidays. Also, our 12 

THINK PINK SATURDAY’S have 

totaled $27,189.70 to go towards the 

$100,000.00 Capital Outlay for the new 

3D Mammogram machine which has 

been installed and is up and running at 

Mammoth Hospital with terrific success. 

I don’t know how many of you have ever 

signed a check for $100,000.00, but it 

sure feels incredible! Sometimes I am in 

AWE and WONDER of how we do it, 

particularly with volunteers on vacation, 

families overflowing with visitors, and 

being hit with the nasty “Big Winter 

Bug” that’s going around. 
 

A giant thank you and appreciation to all 

of the best “BEYOND-THE-CREAM-

OF-THE-CROP” volunteers that have 

ever been created!!! 
 

Our December 28 Cast Off “Last Friday 

of the Month Work & Pizza Day” was 

another wonderful productive day and an 

opportunity to work with volunteers 

other than your regular day. Thank you 

for showing up and doing such a terrific 

job: Gail & Duane Buchholz, Karen & 

Roger Curry and Michael Bornfeld. 

Great job you all! Our next one is, 

Friday, January 25, at 10 a.m. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Diane Beglau 

December 1—31, 2018 
 

Revenue:  

  Cast Off           34,102.73 

  Rental              1,218.29 

  Membership                100.00 

  Donation Jar                101.00 

  Interest Income                  3.72 

Total Revenue:          35,525.74 

 

Expenses: 

  Cast Off             6,397.53  

  Administration                   2.00     

  Scholarships             1,000.00  

  Gifts to Hospital      100,000.00       

Total Expenses:       107,399.53 
 

Net Income:          -71,873.79  
 

Union Bank Ending Bal: 

           148,410.67 

Money Mkt Bal:         40,488.88 
 

“Think Pink” Saturdays 

       Jan—Dec             27,189.70 
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Hospital News – Tom Parker, CEO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following are highlights from report to SMHD at January 

meeting: 
 

Medical Staff 

We continue to recruit for physicians in the following 

areas: Pediatrics, OB/GYN, neurology, and psychiatry. We 

have recently received four applications from pediatricians. 

We have also received interest from physicians in foot & 

ankle surgery and plastics. 
 

We recently signed a new pediatrician who will be starting 

in June. Dr. Mary Bissell is completing her Pediatrics 

Residency at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital. 

She is a skier and snowboarder and was a nationally ranked 

figure skater. She will move here with her husband and 3-

year-old daughter. 
 

Larry Fakinos, M.D., our new OB/GYN, started seeing 

patients this month. His wife, Maureen Fakinos, ARNP will 

begin in April in Women’s Health. 
 

Paul Polishuk, M.D., our new Urologist, begins seeing 

patients on January 21. He is a Voluntary Associate 

Clinical Professor in the Department of Surgery at the 

University of California, San Diego, Health Sciences, and 

is the Chairman of Urology at Palomar Medical Center in 

Escondido. 
 

People 

The Emergency Department received the Guardian of 

Excellence Award from Press Ganey. The Guardian of 

Excellence Award recognizes top-performing health care 

organizations that have achieved the 95th percentile or 

above for performance in Patient Experience—this is the 

third year in a row Mammoth Hospital’s Emergency 

Department has received this award. 
 

I have continued to meet with members of the community, 

including: 

• Pat Hayes, General Manager, Mammoth Community 

Water District 

• Ingrid Braun, Sheriff-Coroner, Mono County 

• Matthew O’Connor, Executive Director, Wild Iris 

• Lois Klein, Superintendent, Mammoth Unified School 

District 

Facilities 

The Specialty Clinic project is currently awaiting town 

approval of the water capacity to the building to meet fire 

flow code. The project will provide clinic space for the 

Specialty Services including ENT, Urology, Cardiology, 

Dermatology, and Rheumatology. The relocation of 

Specialty Services provides for the much-needed expansion 

of the Dental Clinic and Laboratory. 
 

Finance 

December Increase in Net Assets (Net Income) was 

$1,010k, favorable to budget by $170k. December saw 

volume at or above budget in inpatient days, ED visits, 

medical imaging, lab and pharmacy.  
 

In calendar year 2018, the major donor to the Foundation 

was, by and large, the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary, which 

contributed $200,000 to the Foundation directly ($100,000 

to the Tomosynthesis machine and another $100,000 to the 

Dental Clinic), plus an additional $75,000 made to the 

Hospital for equipment and programming. This was the 

biggest year for Auxiliary donations ever! 
 

Other 

We expect to hear back by January 17 regarding the 

Medically Assisted Treatment grant application that was 

submitted in December. In conjunction with that, Dr. Craig 

Burrows recently completed “Waiver Training” which 

allows physicians to prescribe buprenorphine, a drug 

approved by the FDA for the treatment of opioid use 

disorder. 
 

 

Sunshine Update – Sharon Clark & Carolyn Cook 
 

Our Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary 

family sends heartfelt sympathy to 

Mary Ann Schimmel and her family. 

Mary Ann's mother, a 103-year-old 

youngster, died recently.  She 

obviously passed along her strength 

and stamina to Mary Ann who has 

inherited that dynamite, determined work ethic. You're in 

our thoughts and prayers, Mary Ann.  

 

Good luck and wishes for a quick recovery to Michael 

Bornfeld who is undergoing minor surgery at Cedars. 

 

And get well wishes to all of you who are suffering from 

the nasty “Mammoth Crud” that’s going around. 
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Membership  
 
Please welcome the following new member: 
 

 Cindy Wilson (Rodney) 2/19 

 16 Hidden Canyon Ct 

 Crowley Lake, CA 93546 

 Home: 760-935-4501 

 Cell: 760-937-1463 

 Email: cmwilson2019@live.com  

 

Please correct spelling of last name in email: 
  

 Talene Shabanian  
 Email: talene.shabanian@mammothhospital.com 

 

February Birthdays 
 

     2/10     Paul Burdeno 

     2/19     Cindy Wilson 

     2/21     Pat Price  

     2/24     Roger Curry 

President’s Day is Monday, February 18.  It’s a holiday for most people so they make a 3-day weekend of it.  It will be a 

busy weekend for Mammoth and the Auxiliary is hoping lots of those people in town will be shopping at the Cast Off.  

That’s because the Cast Off will be doing something very special that weekend.   

 

At the October 17 General Meeting, it was moved and seconded to dedicate a busy Saturday in February to help assist 

and fund Rhiannon’s Kids, which is part of the Mammoth Hospital Foundation and similar to their Cancer Outreach 

Program that we participate in each year. So, on Saturday, February 16, the Cast Off will be doing a fundraiser for 

Rhiannon’s Kids — and their organization is going to help us and volunteer on that day!  As we usually do, the 

Auxiliary will be matching the funds taken in on the 16th so the amount going to Rhiannon’s Kids will be doubled. 

 

Rhiannon’s Kids is a financial assistance program at Mammoth Hospital designed to support families of pediatric 

patients with out-of-area care. The fund was established to help ensure that children receive specialized medical and 

dental care when it cannot be provided locally.  Specifically, the fund offers reimbursement for costs not covered 

through health insurance—travel, lodging, and food expenses—incurred while seeking treatment outside Mono County.  

To qualify, patients must be approved by a Mammoth Hospital pediatrician who deems their out-of-area care a 

necessity.  In addition, qualifying patients must be under age 21 and regularly served by Mammoth Hospital. 
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What’s Happening @ the Cast Off?  

• The $300 bag needs to be checked – no 20’s in it!  

Follow the instructions. 
 

• Active wear needs to be put in the hallway by our 

restroom so that Pat Smoogen can price it. 
 

• Please face clothing the correct way on the racks in the 

store: facing towards the center aisle or towards the 

front of the store. 
 

• For those going to the bank to get change: Cash Order 

Form must have the Account number and person needs 

their I.D. 

 
 

News from Each Day 
 

Monday—Karen Curry 

New Year’s Eve fell on a Monday and true to form, our 

crew really wanted to open the Cast Off. Our problem was 

cashiers, so three angels stepped up: Carolyn Cook, Willi 

Hasle and our own Peggy Rogers. We also decided to 

celebrate two birthdays, Carolyn and Judy! A wonderful 

time was had by all and we even managed to take in over 

$1,900!  Not bad for a day we thought might be closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On another recent Monday, there was a good 18” of snow in 

our parking lot, and a car was stuck right in the middle. The 

plow had already been through and the car was now an 

island of snow. Scott came by and headed to the police 

station to get the car towed. In the meantime, a guy showed 

up and started shoveling the car out. The plow came again, 

clearing our lot, except for the car. The guy left and returned 

with 4 more guys! Shoveling resumed and the car was 

finally able to drive off the lot, leaving a huge pile of snow! 
 

Following are highlights from the January Cast Off 

Committee meeting: 
 

• New ski and snowboard racks have been purchased. 
 

• One pair of skis that were sold was returned because 

both Kittridge and Footloose would not adjust 

bindings.  Roger to go through our skis and eliminate 

any that are old with outdated bindings. 
 

• All “special priced” clothing should be on black 

hangers.  Black hangers for regular priced clothing are 

being eliminated from the racks in the store and 

replaced with white or clear hangers. 
 

• Please do not put out water bottles that are bad.  Only 

keep a few newer or new water bottles in Sporting 

Goods.  If you wouldn’t drink from it, TOSS IT! 
 

• There was much discussion on the new prices that 

went into effect on January 1, 2019.  Each Day will 

have a morning meeting to discuss changes. 
 

• Diane reports tripping over vases that were drying on 

the floor in the clean-up room and cutting herself.  If a 

vase is dirty, please throw it out! 
 

• Baby items that appear on the “Do Not Accept” list 

should not be put out for sale.  For instance: cribs, 

bassinets, play pens, high chairs, etc.  Please throw 

away. 
 

• All Day and Co-Chairs, please review the “Do Not 

Accept” list and new pricing guidelines with your 

volunteers. 
 

• Only new, in the box ceiling fans, are to be sold.  

Please discard others or do not accept. 
 

• If you write a note to Salvador, please sign your name 

and date, and then put in Scott’s mailbox. 
 

• If we wish to purchase an item, we pay the full price, 

not a reduced price. 
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Katie’s Korner – Patti Heinrich 
 

For December we made $1,199 in Katie’s room sales. 

Tuesday 

No report this month 
 

Thursday—Sharon Clark 

Thursday is thrilled to have new member Cindy Wilson 

joining our crew. She's one talented dedicated lady who just 

waded into piles of donated clothes and helped them 

disappear.  Last Thursday (before blizzard Thursday)..we 

actually saw the floor for the first time in months~!  We're 

also grateful for Eastern Sierra Bank Volunteer Michelle 

Hoy who helps out when her bank allows.  We also thank 

Jan McPherson for her countless hours of work producing 

new charts, prices, tags, etc., for our "price make-over".  A 

new system takes time, energy, patience and much effort by 

all to learn and for it to become comfortable and familiar. 

But somebody, i.e.,Jan, had to dive in and  get all the nitty-

gritty done  before any of us could move forward.  We 

appreciate your ability, time and talent; many, many thanks. 

Finally, Susy and Frannie, we've been missing you since 

November.... ..please come home to us. 
 

Saturday—Karen Curry 

Saturday Day Chairs, Willi Hasle and Gail Miller, are 

thankful for all those volunteers, cashiers and workers alike, 

for all their help keeping Saturday running smoothly. On 

these busy weekends with visitors cleaning out their condos 

and houses, donations are at an all-time high, making 

working the back room a challenge. Once we open our doors 

and until we close, there is a constant line of shoppers 

checking out. Our cashiers are amazing, doing their job with 

smiles on their faces! Many thanks to all! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

4:30 — 6:30 p.m. 

 

Tentative date and time for dedication 

of new 3D Mammography Machine 

 

Details will be emailed  

as they become available 

New Pricing  
 

Thursday, January 3, was the first day we  were open with 

the new prices.  It was a rough day for the cashiers and 

volunteers, particularly the cashiers!  Not only did they 

have to learn the new prices but there were also some new 

procedures.  It takes time to get used to change so a huge 

thank you to Thursday for hanging in there.!!!  Not 

only did they deal with all the issues that arose, but their 

input led to the following information which should make 

it much easier for each day to work with the changes.  It is 

particularly important for the cashiers. 
 

The price book is a guide for us - not the customers.  

Customers deserve to know the price of an item - not a 

range.  We don't have enough people to price everything 

so we came up with a way to gradually phase into it.   
 

Base prices have been established for everything in the 

book.  Those prices are posted in the store, with no ranges, 

so customers know what things cost.  The price signs 

include the statement "or as marked."  
 

We kept the price ranges for us to use in the back room 

so we have some leeway in pricing better items before 

they go out on the sales floor.  Most things, other than 

clothing, are already being priced.  For clothing, nicer 

items that need a higher price will be placed on special 

racks in the back room and the day chairs or those with 

pricing knowledge can price and tag them.  Those items 

will also have a silver or black dot placed in the neck, 

waistband, etc., like Pat is doing for active wear.  For 

items like skis, boots, etc., the price, or a black or silver 

dot, can be placed on the bottom. 
 

Special information for cashiers: 

• If the tag is missing from what looks like a special 

price item and you see the dot  

• If the tag is missing from an item you know was 

priced  

• If you think something should be priced higher than 

the base price 
 

All you have to do is say, "I'm sorry but this had a price. 

I'll have to send it to the back room to be re-priced."   You 

no longer have the burden of deciding how much to charge 

for something or arguing with a customer about the price. 
 

Cashiers still need a price book to check base prices.  

Their book has two sections - one with only the base 

prices shown so, if customers happen to see it, they won't 

see a range and want the lower price, and the other section 

will be complete with the ranges we use in the back room. 
 

These changes should make things easier for our cashiers.  

They no longer have the burden of deciding what an item 

should cost and we have pricing consistency from day to 

day.  All together this means better customer service! 
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For such a short month, February sure has a lot of things going on!  

Super Bowl — February 3 
 

Super Bowl LIII is coming up fast—Sunday, February 3 

in Atlanta.  Have your tickets yet?  Official Super Bowl 

LIII ticket packages are available starting at only $3,588.  

Or perhaps a private suite for 18, fully catered, a mere 

$379,671.  Tickets for the very first Super Bowl in 1967 

cost an average of $6, which was apparently too pricey for 

many. There were 30,000 empty seats! 

 

Each team has a lot of balls.  Duh.  Each team playing in 

the Super Bowl gets 108 footballs, says the Wilson 

Football Factory. Of those, 54 are for practice and 54 are 

for the actual game. During a typical Super Bowl, 120 

balls are used. (The additional ones are kicker footballs, 

used for all kicking plays.) 

 

Teams wearing white jerseys have won 12 of the last 13 

Super Bowls. Wonder who will be wearing white on 

February 3? 

Groundhog Day — February 2 
 

Every year, on the 2nd day of February, humans emerge 

from their dens around sunrise to see what a sleepy, nine-

pound giant squirrel has to say about the upcoming weather 

forecast. If you ask the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club, 

the same old Phil has been calling the weather like he sees 

it for the past 129 years. His full name is actually 

"Punxsutawney Phil, Seer of Seers, Sage of Sages, 

Prognosticator of Prognosticators, and Weather Prophet 

Extraordinary.''   
 

But why do we celebrate 

Groundhog Day anyway? It 

seems a little silly to take 

wardrobe advice from a 

celebrity rodent, especially 

a rodent who is literally 

wrong more than half of the 

time.  Phil has been wrong 

55 percent of the time for 

30 years.  This groundhog 

has a 50/50 shot at guessing 

correctly, and he still can't get to a .500 winning 

percentage.  
 

Groundhogs are serious hibernators and sleep for up to 3 

months.  In the wild, they peek out of their dens around the 

beginning of February to make sure their mates haven't 

wandered off while they were taking a long winter's nap. 

It's basically the "you up?" text message of the animal 

kingdom, after which the groundhogs go back to sleep for 

about a month before mating season kicks into full gear.  

Chinese New Year — February 5 
 

The Pig is the twelfth in the 12-year cycle of Chinese zodiac signs. The Years 

of the Pig include 1923, 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019. 
 

The Pig is one of the zodiac’s most reliable signs—intelligent, tolerant and 

sociable. Blessed with common sense and a taste for the aesthetics, Pigs are 

loyal and good-natured. Though a little old-fashioned, those born under the 

sign exhibit great fortitude, patience and endurance. They have big hearts but 

can become unnecessarily involved and mess things up instead. Generally 

speaking, Pigs are relatively calm when facing trouble. No matter how 

difficult the problems Pigs encounter, they can handle things properly and 

carefully. They have a great sense of responsibility to finish what they are 

engaged in.  

 

And be sure to eat these lucky food to ring in the new year:  Fish for abundance and prosperity, Dumplings for wealth 

and good fortune, Spring Rolls for wealth, Sweet Rice Cake for a higher income or position, Sweet Rice Balls for 

family togetherness, Long Noodles for longevity, Tangerines or Oranges for happiness and good luck! 
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The Oscars are the most prestigious ceremony in show 

business, awarding golden statuettes to the very best in 

film every year. But for the winners, it’s far more about 

earning fame and glory than it is about padding their bank 

account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So how much money do you get when you win an Oscar? 

The short answer is $0. Taking home one of those coveted 

trophies doesn’t come with a monetary bonus.  But 

winning an Oscar can come with some indirect earnings. 

According to  estimates by Hollywood agents, taking 

home an Oscar can cause a pay increase of about 20 

percent for the winner’s next project. Unfortunately, 

though, this comes with a big gender pay gap. Male Oscar 

winners are estimated to take home about $3.9 million 

more, while females can only expect about a $500,000 

bonus.  Really?!! 

The 91st Academy Awards ceremony, 

will honor the best films of 2018 and will 

take place at the Dolby Theatre in 

Hollywood.  The ceremony will be held 

on February 24. 
 

Glitz, glam, emotional speeches, little 

gold men, it could only be Hollywood's 

biggest night, The Oscars. Wouldn't it be 

amazing to attend the show? Well, good 

luck with that. Tickets to the Academy 

Awards aren't sold to the public. Studios buy up the seats 

for the star-studded event. Nosebleed seats reportedly run 

$150, while orchestra spots sell for $750. So, if you're not 

in the cast and crew of a nominee, or hosting, you've got to 

be really well connected to score a seat.  
 

Let's say you do nab a golden ticket to the event, because 

your sister's best friend’s cousin went to elementary school 

with Bradley Cooper. Time to get dressed. You can't show 

up looking drab.  If you spring for a stylist, set aside 

between $500- $3000. Stars borrow designer clothes for 

free, but you're not Lady Gaga.  You have to spend some 

hefty cash to buy or rent that dress or dapper tux. And 

clothes are only half a battle. A top hairstylist starts at $150 

and celebrity worthy makeup artists will run between $600 

and $1,700. Finally, stars arrive in style. Limousine 

services can charge anywhere between $100 and $400 per 

hour with an eight- hour minimum for Oscars night. A 

night at the Oscars can really add up. If the A-listers had to 

pay their own way, that's easily $10,000 to be a part of 

Hollywood magic for one night only.  

Every year the city of Verona, Italy, 
where Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 

lived, receives about 1,000 letters  
sent to Juliet on Valentine’s Day.  

Do people not realize that  
Romeo and  

Juliet aren’t real? 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
February 14 
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Don’t Open That Bag!! 
 

Most thrift store workers can give you a list of items 

they've discovered over the years, ranging from the 

delightfully wacky to the deeply disturbing. What’s the 

wackiest, grossest, funniest thing you’ve ever discovered at 

the Cast Off?  Can it compare to the following? 
 

“One time, it was my turn to sort through the donation bins 

we keep outside. After sorting through most of it, I saw a 

small plastic baggie tied at the bottom. People usually use 

these to donate smaller things, like knick-knacks or 

jewelry. I reached in, pulled it out, and opened it to find a 

fresh pile of dog %! #**.” 
 

“A guy brought in bags and bags of action figure dolls—

these were gallon-sized bags. I don't know what he was 

doing with all of them. What's even weirder is that they 

were all missing body parts. Whether it was an arm or a 

leg, all of them lacked vital extremities.  Scary!” 
 

“A man brought in what must have been a dozen boxes of 

military books, specifically about tanks. Most of them 

about WWII tanks. And in between the pages he had left all 

these clippings from porno mags—just strewn casually 

inside about half of the books. Clearly, that guy was really 

into combining his two favorite things: tanks and babes.” 
 

"You see the inner workings of everyone’s lives…things 

that have been in their houses forever. Taxidermy is a good 

example. You see some pretty interesting taxidermy. We 

got a taxidermied alligator that was swinging a golf club; 

posed and playing golf. We also received a group of 

taxidermied frogs that were posed as a mariachi band 

playing instruments." 
 

“Somebody donated a small chest that was locked. My 

Aunt hired somebody to open it. Inside was $9,000, a gun, 

a stamp collection and a glass dildo. Yes, this is a true 

story. The dildo was discarded. The gun was turned into the 

local police. The money—they tried to contact and trace 

who donated the chest with no luck. Half the money they 

kept for the thrift store and the other half they donated to 

charity. I don’t know what happened to the stamp 

collection.” 
 

“Someone once donated 3100 pounds of stuffed monkeys.” 
 

What can you donate to Goodwill? What will Goodwill 

accept? Well, as it turns out, anatomically correct fertility 

gods and sculptures made of doll heads are totally fair 

game! And so are stripper poles!  Here are some of the 

weirdest, tackiest, and just plain strange donations ever 

dropped off at a Goodwill thrift store.  So, the next time 

you’re just not sure where you’re going to pick-up a new 

coffin or that pig fetus to really tie your living room 

decorating scheme together, calm your nerves, and know 

that Goodwill has you covered. 

Every now and then, amid all the smelly clothes, broken 

electronics and disgusting old pairs of underwear, they 

find something truly incredible.  
 

First, there was the Goodwill that found five pounds of 

marijuana in the store’s donation box. The unusual 

donation was worth a few thousand dollars according to 

police. 
 

Employees at a Goodwill store in Tampa, FL, made an 

unpleasant discovery in their donation bin: a grenade 

launcher, complete with a live grenade. Apparently, it had 

been sent by another store – no one realized what it was.  

The authorities disposed of the grenade and locked up the 

weapon. 
 

It looks like a Goodwill in Texas just became the latest 

store to find something deeply unexpected in their 

donation bin—but this time, it was a giant python.  An 

employee at one location in Fort Worth was sorting 

through new donations when she uncovered the massive, 

albino serpent dangling out of a donation bin. 
 

Unfortunately the folks at Goodwill have learned to check 

suspicious, urn-looking flower pots, as apparently more 

than one person has accidentally donated their grandma's 

remains along with her cookware. 
 

Urns aren’t the only thing.  Someone left a coffin.  We 

only hope it was unused. 
 

Then there’s the Pig Fetus. Yes. Really.  And the fertility 

god whose anatomy doesn't leave much to the 

imagination. 
 

Nothing says spring cleaning like tossing those pesky old 

body parts—artificial limbs.  Although, we must say it's 

rather thoughtful that some come with their own shoes. 
 

But not everything is weird, gross or just plain kinky.  

Every now and then something nice turns up and actually 

makes its way back home.  
 

“When I was about 8, I got a dollar to spend at the thrift 

store. I found a small wooden doll chair that I liked and 

bought it for like $0.25. Once I got it home, I saw that my 

own last name was etched into the bottom of the chair. 

Turned out my uncle had made it in woodworking shop 

when he was a kid, it had been sold at a garage sale, then 

eventually ended up at the thrift shop.” 

“I love a good charity shop, especially when I’m 

traveling. When I’m going to cold places, I take 

nothing — just underwear. On my way from the 

airport, I ask the driver to take me to a good charity 

shop, and I buy boots, socks, trousers, jumpers, 

sweaters, hats and scarves — usually for £30. On 

the way back to the airport, I have it all in a big bag 

and drop it off at another charity shop. ”   

   .... Helen Mirren 
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For Your Funny Bone! 
 

A football coach walked into the changing room before a 

game.  He looked over to his new signing and said, "I'm 

not supposed to let you play since you failed arithmetic, 

but we need you to be on the team. So, what I have to do 

is ask you a math question and, if you get it right, then you 

will be allowed to play." The player agreed, so coach 

looked into his eyes intently and asked, "Okay, now 

concentrate hard and tell me the answer to this. What's two 

plus two?"  The player thought for a moment and then 

answered, "4?" "Did you say 4?" the coach exclaimed, 

excited that the player had actually got the right answer.  

Suddenly all the other players on the team began shouting, 

"Come on coach, give him another chance!" 

 

The football coach was asked his secret of evaluating his 

new recruits. 'Well,' he answered, 'It's easy. I take 'em out 

in the woods and make 'em run. The ones that run ‘round 

the trees, I make into running backs. The ones that run 

straight into the trees, I turn into linemen.'  

 

Chinese New Year:  Maybe you think your zodiac year 

will be lucky. It's your year after all. However, it's the total 

opposite. It's seen as a hurdle you have to jump over. The 

way to protect yourself from evil spirits and bad fortune is 

to wear red underwear every day for the entire year. (That 

seems a bit much.)  In some places, married men even 

have to be accompanied by their wives when they go out 

at night during their year!  (Now that sounds about right!) 

 

I asked my friend if he'd bought his wife a gift for 

Valentine's Day.  He's a bit of a chauvinist pig so he 

surprised me when he replied, "Yeah, I've got her a belt 

and a bag."  I said, "That's very thoughtful of you. I hope 

she appreciates it."  He said, "So do I. And hopefully the 

vacuum cleaner will work much better now." 

Bon Appetit! 
 
 

Salty-sweet, crunchy-chewy!  Both kids and adults will 

love these.  Perfect for Valentine’s Day too. 

 

Turtle Chips 
 

11 oz. package ridged potato chips 

14 oz. caramels (or jar of caramel ice cream topping) 

1/3 cup heavy whipping cream 

12 oz. chocolate chips 

2 tablespoons butter 

1 cup finely chopped pecans 

 

Arrange potato chips in a single layer on a large platter.  In 

a saucepan, combine caramels and cream.  Cook and stir 

over medium-low heat until caramels are melted.  Drizzle 

over chips.  In microwave, melt chocolate and butter.  Stir 

until smooth.  Drizzle over caramel mixture.  Sprinkle 

with pecans.  Serve immediately. 

 

Repeat when plate is empty! 

 

 
 

Enjoy! 
 

Newsletter articles are due the by the 15th of 

each month.  Drop them in Jan McPherson’s 

mailbox at the Cast Off or mail/email them to 

her at PO Box 2859, Mammoth Lakes, CA 

93546, scoutdj1967@gmail.com 



Dates to Remember 
January 25, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.     

February 7, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

February 2, Saturday  Ground Hog Day 

February 3, Sunday  Super Bowl Game 

February 5, Tuesday  Chinese New Year 

February 13, Wednesday MHA Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the Cast Off 

    Tentative Dedication of 3D Mammography Machine,  

    4:30 p.m. at Mammoth Hospital 

February 14, Thursday Valentine’s Day 

February 16, Saturday  Cast Off Fundraiser for Rhiannon’s Kids 

February 18, Monday  President’s Day 

February 22, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m. 

February 24, Sunday  Academy Awards      

March 5, Tuesday  Mardi Gras 

March 6, Wednesday  Ash Wednesday 

March 7, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

March 10, Sunday  Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 13, Wednesday  MHA Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the Cast Off 

March 17, Sunday  St. Patrick’s Day 

March 20, Wednesday  First Day of Spring 

March 29, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.    
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Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary   

P.O. Box 1399 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
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