
 

 

 

President’s Message — Judy Bornfeld 

Volunteer’s Voice 
Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary is a fellowship of volunteers  

   dedicated to supporting each other, the hospital , its patients and the community. 

April 2019 

into being able to make such a sizable 

donation. Thank each one of you for ALL of 

your caring and devotion that makes this 

happen. For me, it is a real honor and 

privilege to be a part of this special, talented 

and beyond the BEST of the BEST, that’s 

each one of you … “The Mammoth Hospital 

Auxiliary”! 
 

We’ve rescheduled our “RHIANNON’S 

KIDS” Fundraiser, which will now be on 

Saturday, April 20, and a clean-up day on 

Friday, April 19, to get the store ready for 

Saturday. (We won’t be having a clean-up 

day on Friday, April 29.) Remember, this a 

group that is part of Mammoth Hospital’s 

Foundation and it is similar to the MHF 

Cancer Outreach program only this is for the 

children that need to travel outside of the 

area for pre-approved special medical care. 
 

Looking forward to SPRING peeking 

through, and I know you are too. Enjoy each 

and every day …  they’re truly special. 
 

Hugs, Judy 
 

PS …  I’m going to be out of town March 25 

thru April 11. We are going to New York to 

see our grandson, Noah, perform the male 

lead of Martha Graham’s Rite of Spring at 

the Juilliard School of Dance. We are beyond 

proud and excited! Also, I’ve been invited by 

my best friend, Sharon, to go on a Paddle 

Boat Cruise with her from New Orleans to 

Memphis. Needless to say, I’m pinching 

myself at how fortunate I am.  Now you all 

kick up your heels and make as much 

mischief as possible while I’m gone! 

Greetings to each one of our Auxiliary 

members and friends… 
 

Wow, isn’t this just what we’ve been wishing 

for … glorious BLUE SKIES & SUNSHINE. 

Certainly a warm welcome to us all! 
 

As Michael and I drive up to Mammoth, 

we’re just in awe.  It looks like everything 

has been covered in whipped cream.  It’s 

surrounding us. Its soooo beautiful.  One 

could pinch oneself, and we get to go out and 

be playful, have fun and just enjoy this 

beauty that we get to live in and be a part of. 

We are so very privileged and blessed.  
 

We certainly have had our challenges with 

the long and cold stormy days on end. I can’t 

believe that the Cast Off had to be closed a 

total of 6 days — 1 in January and 5 in 

February — and  3 of them were Saturdays. 

This is a first, but we still were able to net 

$6,400 for the month of February. That sure 

says a lot on how creative and how hard you 

all worked to keep the store open, cover for 

each other and, believe it or not, you’re even 

let yourself  SMILE and have FUN too!  

Also, most importantly, we kept warm, safe 

and sound.  
 

The celebration that Talene Shabanian put 

together for the installation of the new 3D 

Tomosynthesis machine on the 13th of March 

was terrific!  See photos on page 3.  We had 

an excellent turn out and quite a few of the 

medical staff were there to see what this 

incredible new machine can do. Yuri was 

delighted to explain and answer questions 

about the hospital’s new wonder machine. 

Besides detecting early stage breast cancer, 

all of those that have experienced this 

machine said it was much more comfortable 

because the machine doesn’t need to squeeze 

you so tightly. Wow, that’s a real biggie! 

Also, the plaque on the wall acknowledging 

the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary’s $100,000 

donation and the GIANT check displayed in 

the area really makes us delightfully proud of 

ALL the long hours and hard work that go 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Diane Beglau 

February 1—28, 2019 
 

Revenue:  

  Cast Off           11,496.84 

  Rental              1,218.29 

  Membership                  30.00 

  Interest Income                  1.54 

Total Revenue:          12,752.67 

 

Expenses: 

  Cast Off             6,295.95  

  Newsletter     2 8.97       

Total Expenses:           6,324.92 
 

Net Income:             6,427.75 
 

Union Bank Ending Bal: 

             73,612.41 

Money Mkt Bal:         40,492.24 

 

Note:  We were closed 5 “snow 

days” & 3 of them Saturdays!  

We were open only 11 days for 

the whole month & were still 

profitable!  Way to go team! 
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opportunities for collaboration. We are now working on a 

draft set of terms for a proposed settlement agreement. I 

received a very hopeful message from Dr. Flanigan saying 

that he believes we are making “genuine progress,” and “I 

do believe the light at the end of the tunnel is the exit and 

not a train.” 

 

We have hired a new Manager of Materials, Andrew 

Crosby, who replaces Rick Benz. Rick is retiring after 13 

years with us.  

 

I have continued to make connections with members of 

the community including: 

 

• Leslie Chapman, Mono County Administrative 

Officer 

• Dan Holler, Town of Mammoth Lakes Town Manager 

• Spoke at Rotary Luncheon 

 

I have now met with 16 community leaders, which has 

greatly helped in establishing positive working 

relationships.  

 

The survey for our Community Health Needs Assessment 

is now closed. Over 250 surveys were completed. Data 

analysis is now being conducted by staff at Mono County 

Health and will be shared with us. 

 

Facilities 

The updated proposal and cost estimate for the Specialty 

Clinic project was received and came in at a cost higher 

than expected and higher than budget. I have asked that 

the architect and contractor work with us on a revision of 

the project specs with the goal of getting the project back 

on budget. That work is now being done. 

 

Major equipment projects: 

 

• Autoclave replacement—begins March 25 

• MRI—begins early April 

 

Technology 

We have begun using the new Joint Point technology for 

hip replacement surgery. The new technology provides 

surgeons with more accurate measurements for placement 

of new hip hardware. The results include longer life for 

implanted hips and elimination of differences in right vs. 

left leg lengths. 

 

Finance 

February Increase in Net Assets (Net Income) was $940k, 

favorable to budget by $354k. This furthered the favorable 

budget variance year-to-date to $721k. Net income year-to

-date is now $4.4m.  Net revenue and expenses year to 

date are on budget.  

Hospital News – Tom Parker, CEO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following are highlights from the March report to the 

SMHD Board of Directors: 

 

CEO – 90 Days In 

In the last three months, I have been able to better get to 

know our people, projects, and priorities. I work to follow 

a pattern of listening, learning, then leading and have 

focused on listening and learning in this initial phase of 

my work. While I continue to listen and learn, I have now 

identified a number of priorities for my work going 

forward. In no particular order they are: 

 

• Build out and move to specialty clinic 

• Redesign of clinic management structure 

• Re-launch of new hospital wing project 

• Resolve dispute with Northern Inyo Healthcare 

• Establish a formalized physician retention program 

• Continue implementation of “High Reliability 

Organization” vision 

• Begin regular educational segments at Board meetings 

and special education sessions for the Board and 

senior management team on a periodic basis 

• Become a Cerner showcase site 

• Become a fellowship site for orthopedic surgery 

• Collaborate with other community organizations in 

meeting child day care needs 

• Launch a grant-funded Medication Assisted Therapy 

program for opioid dependence 

 

Medical Staff 

Steve Knecht, MD, Orthopedic Surgeon, has signed his 

contract with the hospital and has joined the Mammoth 

Orthopedics Institute. Dr. Knecht specializes in foot and 

ankle surgery and will begin in September. Recruitment 

continues for an OB/GYN. Other physician contracts have 

been completed in Pediatrics, Family Medicine, and 

Anesthesia. We are also working on a contract for a plastic 

surgeon.  

 

People 

I met again with Dr. Kevin Flanigan, CEO of Northern 

Inyo Hospital. Dr. Flanigan and I are committed to 

resolving our dispute in order to open up future 
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Sunshine Update  
– Sharon Clark & Carolyn Cook 
 

All of us send greetings and 

warm positive vibes to Edyth 

Irvine who is enduring some 

tough medical issues. We 

wish her well so she is able to 

return to us very soon. 

 

We're glad Mary Ann  Schimmel is on the mend 

from a whiplash to her neck and shoulder.  This 

is the sort of thing that happens on the mountain 

when a rather large guy skiis into ya and knocks 

ya down~~!!    

Nominating Committee  
– Karen Curry 
 

Every spring about this time, the Nominating 

Committee is formed by the Immediate Past 

President in order to fill important positions on 

the Board.  The Committee is comprised of 

Karen Curry, Lorrie Gould, Gail Miller and 

Gisela Sellinger.  If you would like to serve this 

wonderful organization by taking a position on 

the MHA Board for the 2019/2020 fiscal year, or 

if you know of another member wanting to serve, 

please contact one of the Committee members at 

the Cast Off; call Karen at (760)914-1098, or 

leave a note in her mailbox at the Cast Off. 

Judy & Talene celebrating the  

Donor Wall & our partnership 
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What’s Happening @ the Cast Off?  

they bought a piece of furniture at the Cast Off and now 

they want to donate it back to us, one really needs to look 

it over as we all know it went out in good condition and 

one only knows what has happened to it since!  During the 

blizzard month of February, sales were down as well as 

donations, but we all seem to be holding our own in 

keeping the store looking nice and maximizing the product 

that we do have.  So nice to see the sun actually shine over 

our beautiful snow-covered mountains and we all look 

forward to an amazing spring! 

 

News from Each Day 
 

Monday—Karen Curry 

A couple of Mondays ago, we celebrated Roger’s 

birthday, a first, and he actually came to his own party.  

All of the cooks made delicious dishes and Jan topped off 

the luncheon with an ice cream cake. Who told Jan that 

Roger loves ice cream?  We are all delighted that Gisela is 

back in town and Paul, Penny, Dennis and Barbara are 

back from their fabulous vacation to the Panama Canal 

and other great adventures.  They enjoyed very warm 

weather while we were all here in Mammoth shoveling 

and shoveling and digging out from a record February!  

We missed you all and welcome back. 
 

Tuesday—no report this month 
 

Thursday—Sharon Clark 

Thursday is so very pleased that Madam Solar is again 

showing her bright happy face AND that Bluebird skies 

have returned. Both have been AWOL since mid-January 

when the first blizzard struck. That was minor compared 

to the month of February when Mother Nature really let 

the white "stuff" fly, then stack up past first floor windows 

and pile up on roofs until some collapsed. That weather set 

a record for the snowiest February EVER, white-outs shut 

down our town for one day, schools and Cast Off for 

several days. Through it all, whenever we were 'open', we 

greeted customers with smiley faces.  As they left, we 

encouraged them to 'stay warm and safe'. We're really 

anxious for Spring to arrive, YES. 
 

Saturday—Karen Curry 

There is a lovely blue sofa out in back of the Cast Off with 

a “Free” sign on it and I swear it is the same sofa that we 

have sold at least 3 times over!  We are definitely the town 

recycling center.  Roger may have to attend to the blue 

sofa and do his magic.  (Editor’s Note:  Roger did his 

“sledge hammer” magic and the sofa went into the 

dumpster in very small pieces!) When someone says that 

Katie’s Korner – Patti Heinrich 
 

Katie’s Korner was very slow in February due to so many 

closed days.  We made a little over $400. 

From Susy Fontana ... 

 

Grandparents came into the store and bought about 

$50 worth of children’s books.  Their granddaughter, 

at 10 years old, had to come up with an idea for 

Community Service….Girl Scouts I think from 

Reno….Her idea was to buy and decorate a 

bookshelf and fill it with kid’s books to take to the 

Women’s Shelter so the children who had to go 

there with their mom’s would have some nice 

books.  I loved that and thought it was worth 

sharing.  She sounds like a great kid!! 

 

Thank you, Susy, for this lovely story! 
 

Mark your calendar for the special fundraiser for 

Rhiannon’s Kids on Saturday, April 20.  As Judy said in 

her President’s Message, we will also have a cleanup day 

on Friday, April 19, to get the store ready.  Watch for 

signup sheets for both days so please volunteer if you can 

spare some time.  In case you need an enticement, there 

WILL be food each day!  And the Volunteers Eastern 

Sierra will be assisting us on both days. 
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Feather flags 
 

The two feather flags that say "OPEN" have arrived and 

we’ve been sticking them in the snow on either side of the 

driveway.  With the huge walls of snow, it’s hard to see 

where to pull in so the flags are a big help.  Customers have 

commented favorably on them and said they were a great 

idea and highly visible. They’re large enough that they can 

even see them from Old Mammoth Road.  This spring, after 

the snow melts and the ground is soft, Roger is going to put 

the permanent base fittings in the ground so we can just 

drop the flags into them.   

  

The flags are standing in the front entry for someone to put 

out each morning.  Just remember to bring them in at end 

of day.  Also, please keep an eye on them to make sure they 

don't fall over if the snow starts to melt or the wind kicks 

up.   

Dale and some of his kids from the Library Maker Space 

showing items they’ve made using materials from the Cast 

Off which we were going to throw away.   Thank you, 

Dale, for working with this great community project. 

We have lost several parking spaces due to the 

snow.  Volunteers — PLEASE park at the 

bowling alley so our customers can park in our lot.  

A new sign is being made directing overflow 

parking to the bowling alley. 

Library Maker Space 
 

The Auxiliary’s own Dale Fulkerson is helping young 

people put what the Cast Off can’t sell to good use! 
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MHA Scholarships  
 

Each year we award college scholarships to 

residents of Mono County who are pursuing 

a career in a medically related field.  The 

Scholarship Fund was established in 1985 

and since that time we have awarded 

$589,000 to deserving locals. 

 

Applications for 2019-2020 Scholarships 

will be available April 1 and can be picked up at the Cast 

Off or Mammoth Hospital.  Eligibility requirements are: 

 

1.   Pursuing a course of study in a medically related  

 field. 

2. Be a current resident of Mono County and resided 

there full time for a minimum of two years, or 

currently working in Mono County full time for a 

minimum of two years. 

3.   Completed two years of prerequisites in a 

medically related college curriculum with a 

minimum 3.0 grade point average, or worked for 

two years in a medically related field in Mono 

County.   

 

Applications must be postmarked no later than June 30 and 

awardees will be announced in August.   

Plum Family Scholarships 
 

The Auxiliary is overseeing and 

administering another scholarship fund.  

The Plum Family Scholarship is made 

possible through the generosity of Terry 

and Paula Plum and their family.  The 

purpose is to support further education for 

as many Mammoth Lakes High School 

young people as possible and continue to 

fund them through their college years.   

 

The scholarship was established in May 2018.  They 

began with a donation of $10,000 which was awarded 

last June to five deserving high school seniors who were 

going on to college.  The awards were based on financial 

need, motivation and goals, community and school 

involvement as well as academic ability, i.e,. class 

ranking, SAT scores, minimum 3.5 GPA.  There were no 

requirements to pursue a specific field of study or major. 

  

The Plum family has donated $10,000 again this year for 

Mammoth High School seniors.  The criteria for awards 

remain the same as last year.  Scholarships will be 

presented at the Senior Breakfast.  In addition, they have 

donated another $10,000 for last year’s awardees if they 

wish to apply for a renewal and meet the necessary 

qualifications.  Applications for renewal must be received 

by June 30 to be considered and awardees will be notified 

by August 31. 

 

Budget Meeting – Diane Beglau 
 

It's time to think about our budget and anything that 

might be needed this coming fiscal year July 1, 2019, 

through June 30, 2020. Please let me know if you have 

any budget requests by April 30. We will have a budget 

meeting in May. If you are interested in participating, 

please let me know.  

Birthdays for April 
 

4/2 Ilene Nevins 

4/3 Duane Buchholz 

 Gary Myers 

4/4 Maria Garcia 

4/15 Sharon Clark 

4/16 Jan McPherson 

 Sean Plunkett 

4/20 Marian Guder 

 Talene Shabanian 

4/22 Jan Morin 
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April is National Volunteer Month 
  
 

April is National Volunteer Month when we celebrate the 

work that volunteers do year-round. Organizations across 

the country will recognize their volunteers for helping them 

achieve their mission, and honor the legions of volunteers 

who dedicate themselves to causes and helping others. 

They are making big and small differences in the lives of 

millions of people all over the world. They are saving lives. 

They are improving lives and providing comfort. They 

assist people, animals, and nature. Most volunteers do not 

ask for recognition. They just want to help and to "give 

back" where they can.  
 

Volunteerism is one of the most important and beneficial 

actions that we can take as human beings.  Our ability to 

provide our time and expertise can make an immense 

difference in the world around us and within the 

communities where we reside.   
 

In the United States, volunteerism is instilled at a young 

age. In many parts of the country, it is the cornerstone of 

summer vacation or woven into after school programs. 

Most small towns (such as Mammoth), rural counties and 

even the largest cities could not function without 

volunteers.  
 

Volunteers come in all shapes and sizes. They pick a cause 

and make a difference in someone’s life. Sometimes the 

difference  is a drop in the bucket. Other times it creates 

a tidal wave of change. From all the anonymous volunteers  

who donate their resources, to those whose efforts are part 

of larger national organizations like 4-H, Boy and Girl 

Scouts of America, American Red Cross, or local 

grassroots groups, their missions provide valuable support 

to communities in times of need. 
 

Data from the most recent survey released by the US 

Bureau of Labor Statistics shows that about one-quarter of 

Americans, or 25 percent, take the time to volunteer. So, 

who are these Americans who volunteer? They tend to be 

married, white and female, with higher education levels, 

according to the survey. The largest age group for 

volunteers was 35-44, and volunteers were most likely to 

be parents with children under 18. The typical volunteer 

may live in Utah, which ranked first in the percentage of 

people who said they volunteered among all 50 states and 

Washington, DC.  Overall, survey data shows the biggest 

spurt of volunteer activity involves collecting and 

distributing food. The median amount of time per year 

spent volunteering was 52 hours. And most volunteers were 

working with either one or two organizations.  
 

How does California measure up?  25.4% of residents 

volunteer, ranking us 47th among the 50 states and 

Washington, DC.   

Of course Mammoth Lakes is far above the state ranking.  

Our town runs on volunteers!  And most of us volunteer 

for more than just one organization.  Many of our own 

Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary members volunteer at the 

Cast Off, the Hospital, Friends of the Library, Disabled 

Sports, Wild Iris, Search and Rescue, CERT, and the list 

goes on and on.   
 

A recent example of locals volunteering took place Friday, 

March 14, at the Fire Station on Main Street.  You may 

have read in the paper or heard on the radio about 

Mammoth’s young Bodhi Robertson who is fighting one 

of the rarest and most aggressive kinds of cancer.  As a 

show of support for six-year old Bodhi, many locals 

volunteered at a special event and had their heads shaved, 

then donated their hair to a charity that creates wigs for 

children with cancer.  In fact one of our very own, Peggy 

Rogers, was one of the brave souls who volunteered.  Here 

she is in the process of having her head shaved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Peggy!  Love the interim Mohawk!!!   

How cool if you would have kept it. 

Newsletter articles are due the by the 15th of 

each month.  Drop them in Jan McPherson’s 

mailbox at the Cast Off or mail/email them to 

her at PO Box 2859, Mammoth Lakes, CA 

93546, scoutdj1967@gmail.com 
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What’s Happening in April? 
 

In addition to National Volunteer’s Month, there are lots 

of other things going on.  We have the religious holidays: 
 

• Palm Sunday, April 14 

• Good Friday, April 19 

• Easter, April 21 

• Passover begins at Sundown on April 19  
 

April 6:  California Poppy Day  

Fields of California poppies are known in the state and 

elsewhere as "fields of gold. Today is a day set aside to 

honor these beautiful flowers and wildflowers.  California 

poppies are native to the western coast of North America, 

from southern Canada, southward into Mexico. They grow 

wild, sometimes covering huge fields in a sea of gold 

when in bloom. In the late 1800's, Californians were 

working toward making the California Poppy their state 

flower. It did not happen until March 2, 1903. And, it 

wasn't until more than a century later, that California 

Poppy Day was created.  In 1996, California Governor 

Pete Wilson declared May 13-18 to be California Poppy 

Week. This is the typical time that poppies bloom in the 

state. In 2010, the State of California passed Senate Bill 

944 (37222.12), designating every April 6th as California 

Poppy Day. 
 

April 15:  Boston Marathon 

This annual marathon is hosted by several cities in greater 

Boston. It is always held on Patriots' Day, the third 

Monday of April. Begun in 1897, the event was inspired 

by the success of the first marathon competition in the 

1896 Summer Olympics. The Boston Marathon is the 

world's oldest annual marathon and ranks as one of the 

world's best-known road racing events. 
 

April 16:  National Librarian Day  

National Librarian Day celebrates and honors librarians. 

They are among the most knowledgeable people you 

know. When you visit your library in search of a particular 

book, or a specific research topic, they always quickly 

point you in the right direction. And they do so with a 

smile.  Celebrate the day by sending a card to your 

librarian. Visit the library today, and make certain to say 

hello and "Thank You" to all of the librarians.  
 

April 22:  Earth Day (U.S.)    
U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson, the "Father of Earth Day", 

initiated and promoted environmental actions and 

activities beginning in 1962. He convinced then President 

John F. Kennedy to tour the nation in support of 

environmental concerns. This initial effort did not spark 

national concern at a political level to effect change.  But 

Senator Gaylord continued his pursuit of increased 

environmental concern and action. He proposed a National 

Earth day in 1970. It was to be the first nationwide 

environmental protest "to shake up the political 

establishment and force this issue onto the national 

agenda". On April 22, 1970, the timing was right, and the 

first Earth Day protest received astounding support. On 

that first Earth Day, an estimated 20 million Americans 

took to the street in support of the environment and in 

protest of harmful environmental practices. Never mind 

that "protests" were in vogue at the time. This effort 

produced a lasting impact on the environment and brought 

about greater awareness that our planet had limited 

resources, and that our eco-system was self-contained and 

finite. The things we are putting in the air, water and earth 

were impacting us. Did you know? The Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) was formed as a direct result of 

this first Earth Day in 1970. The Earth Day celebrated in 

the U.S. is different from the International Earth Day 

which is always celebrated on the Vernal Equinox.  
 

April 25: Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day  

Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day is celebrated 

every year on the fourth Thursday in April. The day 

encourages parents to take their children to work so that 

they can understand the meaning of work-life balance and 

pride in one's work.  The day is celebrated on a Thursday 

so that kids can share their experiences in school the next 

day. The day was first created by Gloria Steinem and the 

Ms. Foundation for Women in 1993 as Take Our 

Daughters to Work Day in recognition of the fact that 

young girls were often excluded from certain professions 

and had limited job opportunities. The unofficial holiday 

aimed to give girls the opportunity to see different 

workspaces and environments. In 2003, boys were also 

included in the celebration of the day. 
 

Did You Know…that according to some studies, birth 

order can explain what professions children will choose 

when they grow up? Firstborns tend to take on professions 

that require higher education while the youngest kids 

prefer artistic careers. 
 

April 26:  Arbor Day  

National Arbor Day is the Tree Planter's holiday and has 

been celebrated since 1872. It began in Nebraska, a largely 

treeless plain back in the 1800's. It is a day to plant and 

dedicate a tree to help nature and the environment. The 

National Arbor Day Foundation provides millions of trees 

for planting. It is estimated that 18 million trees are 

planted each year on Arbor Day.  
 

April 27:  Fishing Season Opens 
Bona fide trout fishing season is the last Saturday in April 

through November 15 every year. Opening Day, aka 

“Fishmas,” is Saturday, April 27, 2019. This is when most 

waters in Mono County are open to anglers to fish for as 

many as 5 trout to catch-and-keep per day. 
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It's tax time again, which means it's time 

to get creative with those deductions. 

Can you convince the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) that your pet iguana is a 

service animal? Can you deduct toilet 

paper as a business expense because you 

come up with some of your greatest ideas 

in the bathroom? Can you deduct your bar tab as a form of 

stress reduction therapy? The best we can hope for is to 

take as many deductions as humanly (and legally) 

possible.  Here are a few of the more ridiculous things 

individuals and business owners have tried to claim as tax 

write offs. Do you think they were successful or did the 

IRS make them pay?  
 

It seems one gentleman decided to take what he viewed on 

the big screen into his everyday activities, à la Breaking 

Bad. This decision proved to be particularly unfortunate 

after a hot plate ignited his highly flammable chemicals 

and erupted into a fire that engulfed the building. The 

result? He felt this justified to claim a $9,000 casualty 

loss.  Outcome: Even though he was involved in an illegal 

activity and acted negligently, the Tax Court allowed him 

to claim the write-off. 
 

It seems natural to want to help your offspring, yes? One 

particularly generous father decided to fund his teenage 

son’s motocross career via his lucrative real estate 

development business. Two years later, his son went pro 

and these kind donations came to a halt—but not until the 

teen had received a whopping total of $160,000 from dads 

sponsorships for his racing.  Outcome: The Tax Court 

said that most of the $160,000 was a deductible business 

expense because the firm obtained new business 

connections, favorable construction financing deals, and 

other similar benefits from its sponsorship. 
 

It can be costly to keep your skills finely tuned, yes? 

Particularly so for one bass player/music professor who 

often traveled to jazz rehearsals and performances so he 

could play with other well-known musicians.  Outcome: 

The IRS said he could not deduct his travel costs and 

deemed his activities as a hobby. However, the Tax Court 

allowed him the write-off because he used what he saw 

and heard and passed the knowledge along to his students. 
 

Being a cat lady often draws a negative connotation; but 

maybe not in this case. A very feline-friendly couple who 

owned a junkyard attempted to write off the cost of cat 

food and maintenance for housing an unusual number of 

cats on their property.  Outcome: Because the cats also 

took care of snakes and rats that hid throughout the 

junkyard, making the place safer for customers, when the 

case reached the Tax Court, IRS lawyers conceded that the 

cost was indeed a valid tax deduction. 

 

 
 

Beauty is only skin deep right? Apparently your looks, or 

at least the cost of maintaining them, can be a matter that 

the IRS must handle. One pro bodybuilder relied heavily 

on body oil to make his hard-earned muscles glisten in the 

stage lights during his competitions. Additionally, he 

claimed buffalo meat and vitamin supplements were also 

necessities to maintain his enviable physique.  Outcome: 

The Tax Court ruled that although he could deduct the cost 

of the oil as a business expense, he couldn’t muscle his 

way into legitimately writing off the buffalo meat and 

supplements. 
 

Despite what the periodic table might say, maybe alcohol 

and gas really do mix. When one gas station owner offered 

free beer with every tank fill-up, sales skyrocketed! But 

does this constitute a legitimate business expense to the 

IRS?  Outcome: The IRS did indeed allow the owner to 

write off the cost of the beer as a business expense.  
 

One cultivation aficionado decided to list his marijuana 

crop as a deductible business expense. Very few drug 

dealers pay taxes, but as this young entrepreneur was 

already facing prison time, he didn’t want to risk having to 

serve more time for tax fraud. So, to be sure all the i’s 

were dotted and t’s crossed, he hired a CPA and recorded 

all his income prior to filing. (Seems difficult without any 

receipts or 1099s.)  Outcome: The US government takes 

very little interest in your taxable income when you list a 

criminal activity in which they can simply seize your 

property outright. Tax deduction denied. 
 

A parent was able to deduct the expenses for clarinet 

lessons for her child because she claimed it corrected her 

child’s overbite. This was based on a 1962 case where an 

orthodontist argued that playing the clarinet helps correct a 

child's overbite.  

 

A man who was diagnosed with gender-identity disorder 

(he felt he was a woman trapped in a male body) wanted 

to deduct almost $22,000 in out-of-pocket medical 

expenses for various surgeries, including hormone 

therapy, sexual-reassignment surgeries, and breast 

augmentation, in order to become a woman. Here is what 

the tax court decided: the hormone therapy and the sex-

change operation in the amount of $14,500 was a qualified 

medical tax deduction. However, the expenses for the 

breast augmentation was not; it was deemed nondeductible 

cosmetic surgery by the court.  
 

On the otherhand, in 1994, one stripper's attempt to get 

more tips led her to undergo breast augmentation surgery. 

She then proceeded to deduct the expense from her taxes. 

A tax court judge ruled in favor of the stripper, stating that 

the implants were a stage prop, and thus a legitimate work 

expense that can be deducted.  
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For Your Funny Bone! 
 

An April Fools’ Day story: 
 

On April 1, a San Diego radio station announced that a 

beer truck had jack-knifed and could not be towed away 

until the beer had been removed from its tank. Over 100 

people showed up at the site where the accident was 

supposed to have occurred to help drain it. 

 

A stupid April Fools’ Day story: 
 

A radio station announced on April Fools’ Day that the 

phone company would be cleaning the dirt out of the 

phone lines that afternoon. They do this, they said, by 

blowing air into the wires in the switching station. The 

problem is that the dirt comes out of the earpiece and 

mouthpiece of the telephone and can get all over the rugs 

and furniture in your house.   Consequently, the phone 

company asked that the good citizens please get plastic 

bags and put them over the handsets of the telephones to 

protect their belongings. Stores reported a run on plastic 

bags, and the phone company made the radio station 

retract the original claim.  

 

An even more stupid April Fools’ Day story: 
 

Back in the days of the Mattel Cabbage Patch Kid craze it 

was very hard to get one for the kiddies. A radio station 

announced that on April 1 Mattel was going to get 

Cabbage Patch Kids out to the people of this particular 

city. The plan was that they had to go to the football field 

of the local university and wait. An airplane would fly 

overhead and the dolls would be dropped onto the field. 

People were supposed to hold their credit cards up so that 

a photographer with a telephoto lens in the airplane could 

get the credit card numbers and charge the price of the 

dolls to the recipients' accounts. People actually showed 

up, waving American Express cards in the breeze. 

Bon Appétit! 
 

A few April Fools’ Day treats …..  
 

Banana Dog 
 

Squirt jelly onto a hot 

dog bun then  place a 

banana into it as if it 

were a hot dog.  Squeeze 

peanut butter over the 

banana. 

 

Potato Sundae 
 

Place a scoop of mashed 

potatoes in a sundae 

glass.  Pour gravy over 

the top and garnish with 

a cherry tomato. 
 

Meatloaf Cake 
 

Bake meatloaf in two 

cake pans.  Place one 

layer on a cake plate 

and frost with mashed 

potatoes or a layer of 

roasted red peppers.  

Top with remaining 

layer and frost top and 

sides with mashed 

potatoes.  Pipe swirls around top edges of cake and stars 

around the bottom.   Place cherry tomatoes around the top.  

Feeling daring?  Tint the mashed potatoes with food 

coloring to look like pink icing. 

 

Candy Sushi 
 

10 Fruit Roll-Ups 

10 multi-colored licorice 

sticks 

4 cups mini-marshmallows 

1/4 cup butter, cubed 

5 cups Rice Krispies 

 

Unroll Fruit Roll-Ups. Cut 

each licorice strip lengthwise into 3 thin strips. In a large 

microwave-safe bowl, combine marshmallows and butter. 

Microwave, uncovered, on high for 2 minutes or until 

melted, stirring once a minute. Add cereal; stir to coat. 

Place about 1/2 cup cereal mixture on the edge of each roll

-up; place 3 licorice strips in center of the mixture. Roll up 

sushi rolls to about 1-inch diameter.  Using a sharp knife, 

trim ends of rolls; cut each into four pieces. Store in an 

airtight container. 

Just heard that if you are out hiking in the backcountry, 

you should always carry bacon in your pocket.  In case 

of an avalanche, the dogs can find you!  WHAT?? 



Dates to Remember 
 

March 29, Friday  Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.     

April 4, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

April 10, Wednesday  MHA Board Meeting, 10 a.m. at the Cast Off  

April 14, Sunday  Palm Sunday 

April 19, Friday   Cast Off Cleanup Day for Rhiannon’s Kids 

    Good Friday 

April 20, Saturday  Cast Off Fundraiser for Rhiannon’s Kids 

    First Day of Passover 

April 21, Sunday  Easter Sunday 

April 26, Friday   Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m—CANCELLED 

April 27, Saturday  Last Day of Passover      

May 2, Thursday  Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

May 5, Sunday   Cinco de Mayo 

May 6, Monday   National Nurse’s Day 

May 9, Wednesday   MHA Board Meeting, 10 a.m. at the Cast Off  

May 12, Sunday  Mother’s Day 

May 14-16   Blood Drive 

May 24, Friday   Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.  

May 27, Monday  Memorial Day       

June 6, Thursday  D-Day 

    Cast Off Committee Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Cast Off 

June 12, Wednesday  MHA Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the Cast Off  

June 16, Sunday  Father’s Day 

June 21, Friday   First Day of Summer 

June 28, Friday   Cast Off Work Day, 10 a.m.  

June 30, Saturday  Last Day of our Fiscal Year 
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